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MOBUTUTE KAMBHMU - Hal-gpeBHume caegu om yoBewko
npuckcmBue kpail BapHa

npaucmopudeckusm uyoBek e omkpua cBos “‘gom® cpeg muxume 3aauBu U kpalbpekHume

esepa B okoaHocmume Ha gHewHa BapHa. Mpes cpegHokameHHama enoxa (mesoaum) kpat
BapHeHckus 30AuB gpeBHusim YoBek ocmaBs om markomo cBou caegu Ha eBponelckus KOHMUHEHM.
Mo moBa Bpeme (X-VII xuA. np.Xp.) gpeBHume xopa cbumaBam Hakoako ceauwa B8 MecmHocmmMa
MNobumu kambHu kpal BapHa., Mecmuocmma e yHukaaeH npupogeH deHomeH - cBoeobpasHa
"kameHHa 2opa” om kyxu BapoBukoBu cmbaboBe, cbpasyBaHu npe3 mepuuepa, npegu 50 MuAuoHa
20guHu. Tyk ca omkpumu xuasgu kpeMbuHu cevuBa ¢ Maaku pasmepu - Mukpoaumu, koumo ckemaBsm
egHa om pegkume MezoaumHu koaekyuu om mosu Bug 8 EBpona. i

rlpegu noBeye om 100 000 zoguHu - B kpas Ha kbCHOMA CMAOPOKAMEHHA ~enoxa.
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THrRacIans

/
 THE THRACIAN ODESSOS
In the Bronze Age to the shores of Varna Bay new inhabitants
appeared - that thanks to the great Homer's poem 'The lliad' became
later famous under the name Thracians. During the whole first
millennium BC the Thracians populated densely the shores of the
bay and the Varna lakes. Here they settled 13 sites one of which
became the basis of the future Odessos - one of the oldest

_life with their traditions, culture, religion, arts. The surroundings of
nobles, rocky necropolises, sanctuaries, monu-ments and signs
dedicated to the cults of Sun The Thracian Horseman-God, the
'Great' god Darzalas (who later became the main god of Odessos),
with mag-nificent samples of bronze plastic arts, the typical Thracian
ceramics and the numerous articles of the torenthics - metal
adornments for horse-trappings, bronze, silver and golden earrings,
rings, bracelets and figures in the typical for the Thracian art
animalistic style.
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European cities. The Thracians left their prominent mark to the city's |

Odessos are set with Thracian "pyra-mids" - mounds with graves of

TPAKMACKMST OAECOC

pes 6poHIcBama enoxa no 6pezoBeme Ha BapHeHckus

3anuB ugBa HOBu 3aceaHuyu, koumo no-kKeCHO, upes

Beaukama mBopba Ha Omup - "Mauaga®, cmaBam
‘uaBecmiu B cBemoBHama ucmopus Nog umemo mpaku.
MNpes usromo NbPBO xuAsigoremue npegu Xpucma mpakume
HaceasBam zbemo BpezoBeme Ha 3aauBa u Ha BapHeHckume
esepa. Tyk me ocHoBaBam 13 ceauwa, egHo om koumo
BeposmHo gaBa umemo Ha aHmMUYHUA Ogecoc - eguH om Had-
gpeBHume eBponelcku 2pagoBe. Tpakume ocmaBsm
geAboku caegu 8 pasBumuemo Ha zpaga cbe cBoume
mpaguuyuu, kyamypa, peaueus, uskycmBo. 3emsma okoao
Ogecoc e ocesHa ¢ mpakulckume "nupamugu” - MozuAUME-
2pOBHULU HA 3HAMHUME, CbC CkaAHU HekponoAu, cRemuAuLa,
NaMemH{uUU U 3HOUU, nocBemeHu Ha kyama keM CAbHUEMO,
mpakulckus 6oz koHHuk, Ha ‘Beaukus® 6oz Aapsanac (no-
kbCHO 2aaBeH 6oz Ha Ogecoc), ¢ BeaukorenHU 0Bpaayu Ha
6por3oBoma U kameHHama naacmuka,  MunuYHamMa
mpakuticka kepamuka u mMHozo6polUHUME NpousBegerus Ha
mopeBmukama - MemaAHu ykpacu 3a koHcka amyHuuus,
B6poH308U, CPeBbPHU U 3MamHU 0Beyu. NphemeHu, 2puBHu u
¢duzypu B xapakmepHus 3a mpakulickomo uskycmBo cmua.




THE LOST PREHISTORIC CIVILIZATION
During the Copper Age (Chalkolith) - in 5th - 4th millennium BC on the
luxuriant sides of the Varna Lake, the most ancient European civilization
arose and flourished marked by the largest complex of sunken villages in
‘W South-Eastern Europe and the oldest tooled gold of the world. Along with
1 many artifacts made of stone, clay and copper, here - at the excavations of
the Varna Chalcolithic necropolis (5th millenni-um BC - sensational finds
took place made of high-carat gold - imposing insignias of power (sceptres,
diadems, pectorals), fine artifacts of cult (idols made of gold and bone,
masks of human faces with golden applications, golden amulets), luxury of
golden and copper adornments (bracelets, necklaces, earrings, rings).
These magnificent samples of the ancient jewelry art show categorically that
the cradle of earliest metal-producing in the Ancient World was on the West
Black Sea coast. During that epoch field farming and *metal-working
developed here and on the clay pots graphical symbols and ornaments were
incised tracing the beginnings of the earliest scripts. This fast developing
~ prehistoric civilization that had been born long before the Mesopotamian and
the Egyptian ones, probably felt a prey of sudden weather changes which
might have been in the basis of the Biblical myth about the Great Flood and
the legendary Noah and his Ark.
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Before some 2,600 years settlers from Asia Minor Greek town of
Millet founded the ancient Odessos (now Varna) where the
Thracian settlement of the same name was. Soon, it became
one of the most important commercial centers along the Black
Sea coast. Here a rare amalgam of the local Thracian and the
brought-in classical Greek cultures merged. The main divinity of
the town remained to be The Great God of Odessos - Darzalas.
but not less respected was the Greek god Apollo. Excellent
ceramists and sculptors worked in the town and chiseled and
modeled marble statues and terracotta little figures of different
deities, votive and sepulchral reliefs, fine painted utensils.
Stately temples decorated with marble columns, capitals,
epistles and reliefs, were constructed. In 4th century BC the
town had its theatre, where classical Greek stageplays were
acted, poetical and musi-cal competitions were held, and sports
and cultural festivities similar to the Olympic Games, took place
here known as Hermaic games (in honour of god Hermes). At
that time Odessos began minting its own coins, including silver
and gold ones. The magnificent golden jewelry (5th - 1st century
BC), mastered here, is now often use to be exposed at the most
prominent museums of the world.




PUMCKUAT OAECOC

pes 15 2. caXp. Ogecoc e BkaoueH B 2paHuyume Ha Pumckama
I_lumnepuyl u cmaBa 2raBHo npucMaHUWe Ha pumckama npoBuHuus
Muaus. Fpagem ce paspacmBa, nocmpoeHu ca HoBa kpenocmHa cmexa,
MHO20 XpamoBe u zoAeMu oBulecmBeHu nocmpouku, BogonpoBogu. Pumckama
kyamypa cacea cBos omneyambk Bbpxy kuBoma Ha epaga.lyk ce uspabomBam
nopmpemiu ckyAnmypu, HagepobHu U nocBemumeaHu peaedu, kpacuBu
kepamuyHu, 6poH308u U cmibkaeHU CbgoBe, npoubpmaBa sxamapckomo uskycmBe.
Hapeg ¢ mpaguyuosHume 6okecmBa ce novumam u HoBu, cpeg koumo ocobeHo
mMacmo 3aemam 3gpaBeHocHume 60z08e Ackaenud u Xuzus. Kem Hauaromo Ha il Bek
ca nocmpoeHu Hal-zoremMume Ha Baakasume u mpemu no zoaemuHa B EBpona
.1 monau 6aHu - mepmMu, € naow om 7000 kB.m. 3anaseHume U go gHeC pyuHu ca ¢
L _ S Y .4 b Bucouuna 14 m.
MosBsBam ce u munuyHe pumMcku 3abaBaeHus - eaaguamopcku 6opbu, a 20nemMume
cnopmHo-kyAmypHU mepykecmBa, Hocam Beue umemo Aapiaaeu B yecm Ha

THE ROMAN ODESSOS Beaukus 602 HO Ogecoc Aapaaaac. [pagem ceue cobecmBeHu MoHemu C
In 15 AD Odessos was already part of the Roman Empire and | 06pa3U Ha UMNEpamMOpUME U ChC cBoeMO Ume go cpegama Ha lil Bek. B
became the main port of the Roman province Moesia. The town | \ ’:2";3;21‘(’)‘:;"U":‘k:‘gfawkijﬁ:(zg°;;’;gi‘;*;“§g“;:§gi“:igfo‘;‘:’r::
widened, new fortress wall, many temples, large public buildings - | okoarocmu, kakmo u Hal-:onsmama B Bwazapus koaekuus om
and aqueducts were built. Roman culture set its mark on the town's ' CXVATIYRH OO0l
life. Portrait sculptures, sepulchral and dedication reliefs, beautiful
utensils of ceramics, bronze and glass were made here; the
traditional goldsmith's art continued developing. Along with the
traditional deities, new ones came to be respected; among them
the list was headed by the healing gods Asclepius and Hygia. In the
beginning of 3rd century AD the biggest on the Balkans and thirdly
by size in Europe hot spring baths - Thermae, were constructed
| with an area of 7,000 sq.m. They still exist on 14 m height. Typical
Roman entertainment occurred, too - gladiators' fights, and the big
sports and cultural festivities - in which sportsmen from other
., regions participated - were renamed Darzaleia games in honor of
the great god of Odessos - Darzalas. The town minted its own
bronze coins with Emperors' images and the town's name up to the
middle of 3rd century. In the Archaeological Museum - Varna,
wonderful paragons of the Roman art and culture found in and near
_ the Ode§§o town are exposed.
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PAHHOXPUCTUAHCKUAT OAECOC

pes V-V Bek avmuyHama kyamypa 8 Ogecoc nocmeneHHO omcmbnBa MACMO HA

parHoxpucmuaHckama. Cmposm ce MHo2o6polHU UbpkBu, ykpaceHu © Mpamop, Mo3alku u

cmeHonucu. B kepamukama u MemaaHume usgeAus HaBausa cumBoaukama Ha HoBama uges,
YHUKOAHO CBMEMAaHa C aHMUYHaMma mpaguuus u BausHus om m.uap. BopBapcku Hapogu.
EguscmBen no poga cu B cBema e omkpumusm 8 paxHoxpucmusHcka 6asuauka kpal BapHa
A komnaekm oOm mpu MOWExXpaHUMeAHuUUU om aaabacmbp, cpebpoe u saamo (IV-V Bek).
MsknouumeneH wegboBup Ha oBeaupHomo uskycmBo om V - Vi Bek e cokpoBuuiemo om 2puBHu,
b 0OZbPAULU U KPbCMm OM 3AaMO, UHKPYCMUPAHU € NEPAU U ckbnoueHHU kaMbHu. Npes mosu nepuog -
Ogecoc e Beue enuckoncku ueHmbp., a 3a kpamko Bpeme - u 2raBeH 2pag HA 20ASMQ
agMuHucmpamuBHa obaacm B paxHoBuzaHmulckama gepkaBa, kosmo ce npocmupa go
Lukaagckume ocmpoBu 6 CpeguiemHo Mope.
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EARLY CHRISTIAN ODESSOS
In 4th - 5th century, the ancient
culture of Odessos gradually declined

and the early Christian culture
developed: lots of churches were built
decorated with marble, mosaics and
mural painting, and in ceramic and
metal works the symbolism of the
new idea came into its own. Unique is
the set of three 4th - 5th century AD
reliquaries put into one another and
made of alabaster, silver and gold as
well as the exceptionally beautiful
treasure of bracelets, necklaces and
a cross made of gold and pre-cious
stones of the 5th - 6th AD. In that
period Odessos was centre of
bishopry and for a short time - a
centre of a large administrative
province in the early Byzantine State
that included even the Cyclades in
the Mediterranean sea.
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CPEAHOBEKOBHA BAPHA i Eh R e -SSR 5, )

noaczam ocHoBume Ha BbAzapckama geprkaBroem u kyamypa, Ceaullemo - npueMHUk Ha gpeBHua

Ogecoc, HoBume kumeAu Hapuyam BapHa. B HezoBume okoaHoCcMU ca omkpumu UsHHU 0Bpasuu Ha
cmapobbazapckomo kepamuuHo uskycmBo u memaaonaacmuka, koumo opmupam Hal-zoasmama céupka
om mosu Bug B Bbrzapus. Mpes 863 2. GbA2apuMEe NpueMam xpucmusHcmBomo u ckopo creg moBa B
okoAHOCMUME HA 2PAga Ca NOCMPOEHU 20AeMuU U Bozamo ykpaceHu maHacmupu. Te ce npeBpbwam 8
ueHmpoBe Ha npocBemH-a u kHwkoBHa gedHocm 3a pasnpocmpaHeHue Ha cmapodieapckama nNUCMeHoCm
u kyamypa. lNpes Bmopomo 6wazapcko uapcmBo (XIFXIV Bek) BapHo e Hal-zoasmomo 6bAzapcko §
npucmaHuwe, ombéeassaHo B8 cpegHoBekoBHume nopmyaaHu u mopcku kapmu. Tpagsm cmaBa,
MUMPONOAUMCKU UEHMBP C MHO20 UbpkBU, koumo nokasBam sabesekumenHu 06paauu Ha apxumekmypHo U
gekopamuBHo odopmaeHue, Ocmarkume om cmeHonucu B Asagka MaHacmup - uaBecmua MoHawecka
obumea om XIlI-XIV Bek, usgsabana B ckaaume Hegaaey om epaga. 2oBopsm. ye moU e BuA U gyxoBHo
cpeguwe Ha cpegHoBekoBHomo uskycmBo. Hal-6czamume 8 cmpaHama cbupku 3pamMHU U CpebbpHU
Hakumu om moBa Bpeme, omkpumu B8 BapHeHckus pezucH. ca ekenoHUpaHU 8 Apxeoaoeuueckus mysed.
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|—|pes VIl Bek (681 2) npabbazapume, 3QegHO CbC 3ACEAUAUME Ce NO-PaHC Myk cAaBAHCKU naemeHa, §
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MEDIAEVAL VARNA
In 7th century (681 AD) on this territory Proto-Bulgarians together with the settled earlier Slav tribes set
the foundations of the Bulgarian state organization and culture. The settlement - successor of the Ancient

Odessos. was named Varna by its new inhabitants. In its environs precious paragons of the old Bulgarian
ceramic and metal plastic arts were found to form the biggest collection of this type in Bulgaria. In 863
Bulgarians adopted Christianity and soon in the vicinity of the town big and ornate monasteries were built.
They became centers of literary activity to spread the old Bulgarian literacy and culture. During the

¥ Second Bulgarian Kingdom (14th century) Varna was the largest Bulgarian port marked in the Middle Age
portulans and sea charts. The town became a centre of bishopry with lots of churches that showed o
7, remarkable models of architectural and decorative mounting. The remains of wall-paintings in Aladzha =%
‘ é monastery - a typical of this region monk’s cloister of 13th - 14th century, hewn from the living rocks not w.: “.¢
/ far off town, argue that it was a center of the Middle Age art, too. The richest collection of gold and silver
= adornments of that time in Bulgaria, found in the Varna region, has been exposed in the local
Archaeological Museum.
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THE BATTLE OF NATIONS NEAR VARNA
In 14th century the Turkish expansion flooded the Balkans. At
the end of the century - in 1389 - Varna was also con-quered
and ravaged by the Ottomans. On 10 November 1444 in the

city surroundings was fought the crucial battle between the
invaders and the joint troops of Christian Europe, lead by the
Polish-Hungarian king Vladislav Il Jagelo who met his death
here and therefore was named Varnenchik. This memorable

fight decided the fate of the peoples in Eastern Europe.
Centuries of foreign domination began. The Vladislav

Varnenchik Museum shows the only collection of knights'
weapons and weapons of warriors from the Balkan countries

(14th - 15th century) in the coun-try. Church arts, the icons

and wall-paintings, wood-carv-ing, many-coloured glazed 1 p,

ceramics and beautiful silver adornments remained the basic .« e .

bearers of the Bulgarian tradition of arts. In the late Middle - ‘ %

Age period, the town kept its importance as a commercial and
port center. An that time Varna tightened its connections with

Minor Asia towns and the lItalian city - states, from which
came the biggest in Bulgaria collections of pottery and
majolica.




VARNA DURING THE BULGARIAN NATIONAL
REVIVAL
During 16th - 19th century Varna was the biggest

foreign consulates were opened. The Bulgarian
National Revival began in 18th century and in the
middle of 19th century in Varna was bubbling with

educative, religious and people's festivities were
organized. The first Bulgarian commercial steam-

Varna's sea-side area one can still see Bulgarian

master-ship of the builders of that time.

Black Sea port of the Ottoman empire. In 16th century
its citizens numbered yet more than 10,000 and many

sumptuous cultural life. In the new Bulgarian school,
church and community centre, that were under the

roof of one building, erected in 1862 - 1870 lectures

were given, books were read and discussed, various

shipping company was founded in Varna. In the town's
churches worked famous iconographers and wood-
carvers of the Tryavna and the Black Sea schools. In

hous-es from the middle of 19th century with their
typical stone-and-wood architecture showing the big

BAPHA MPE3 BbATAPCKOTO
Bb3PAXAAHE

pe3 XVI-XIX Bek BapHa e Hal-zoasmMomo

eBponelcko yepHomMopcko npucmaHuWe

Ha Ocmarckama umnepus. Owe npes XVI
Bek HezoBume kumeau Hagx8epasm 10 000
gyuiu, omkpuBam ce MHO2O uyXgu koHcyacmBa.
Mpes XVIl Bek sanouBa Bbrzapckomo
BbapakgaHe u kem cpegama Ha XIX Bek 8uB
Bapra Beue kunu 6ozam kyamypeH kuBom. B
HoBomo 6bazapcko  yduauwe, ubpkBa u
JumaAuwe, cuvbpaHu B8 egHa  czpaga.
nocmpoeHa npe3 1862-1870 2., ce usHacam
ckasku, yemam ce U ce obecwkgam kHueu,
npoBexgam ce pasaudHU yuyebHU, PEeAUZUO3HU U
HapogHu mepkecmBa. B zpaga ce chigaBa
nbpBomo mbpezoBcko napaxogHo gpykecmBo.
BbB BapHeHckume uppkBu mBopsm uzBecmHU
ukoHonucuu u gbpBopesdbapu om
TpeBHeHckama u MepHomopckama wkoau. B
kpalimopckama yacm Ha 2paga  ca 3anaseHu
6bAzapcku kbwiu om cpegama Ha XIX Bek ¢
munuyHama kameHHo-gupBeHa apxumekmypa,
koumo nokazBam zonsmomo MalcmopemBo Ha
6bAZOpPCkume cmpoumeAu om moBa Bpeme.
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Museum's funds and exhibitions, where more than 100 000 archaeological monuments
are Rept is located on an are of almost 7 dca. in the most impressive building in Varna,
which has the status of an architectural monument.
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11 g ROMAN THE COMPLEX

The public baths of Odessos count among the most preserved
monuments from the Roman presence in Bulgarian lands (1st — 4th c.)
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The collection displays the most zmportcmt moments of Varna's ﬁzstorjy during the perzoc[ of National
Revival (from 1762 through 1878). Since the Revival activities in Varna were initiated much later,
in mid 19th century, the exposition accents more on the cultural-intellectual sphere.
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On 27 July 1974 a Bulgarian Revival house, property of a rich Varna merchant, built originally in
1860, was restored, and it hosted a new exhibition of the Varna Ethnographic Museum. It shows
the wide variety of everyday life and culture of the population in North Eastern Bulgaria from the

second half of the 19th C to the middle of 20th C.







Near the entrance to the Sea Garden is the Astronomic Observatory and Planetarium "Nikolay
Kopernic". Built in 1962 in connection with the 8th International Congress of Astronomy it is
unique on the Balkan Peninsula.




Have a nice trip in
Varna history!




